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Chorus by A-bomb Survivors

‘Never Again’
Original Words and Music by Kazumichi Terai

1. Can you hear us, the atom bomb survivors?
Can you hear our voices?
Don't make any more of us hibakusha
Even the blue sky is the color of sadness

2. Do you remember Hiroshima and Nagasaki®?
Do you remember life and love both burning out?
Don't make any more of us hibakusha
Don't ever repeat that horrible day

3. Can you hear the voices from every nation?
Can you hear them calling for peace?
Don't make any more of us hibakusha
No-one in the world should suffer this again
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Opening Address

Today, at the 73" Nagasaki Peace Ceremony with the attendance of Prime Minister Abe, our
esteemed guests, atomic bomb survivors, bereaved families, and citizens of Nagasaki, I would like

to begin by expressing my deepest condolences for those lost in the atomic bombing.

On August 9%, 73 years ago, a single atomic bomb stole many precious lives, and even after that,
the damages and aftereffects of the radiation left the minds and bodies of people with wounds that
will never heal.

We have continued to appeal for the abolition of nuclear weapons with the strong hope that this

kind of inhumane action will never be repeated.

Throughout this all, the efforts of people who have continued to engage in activities such as the
passing down of personal experiences from the atomic bomb and the gathering of signatures that
have been carried out by the Aibakusha and the Hiroshima Nagasaki Peace Messengers, along with
activities of many groups such as the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN)
which received the Nobel Peace Prize, have shown results, and in July of 2017, the Treaty on the

Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons was adopted.

Furthermore, at the first ever US - North Korea Summit held in June this year, the denuclearization
of the Korean Peninsula was promised, and the momentum moving toward nuclear abolition is

increasing.

We must not miss this opportunity. We hereby swear that, in order to prevent the people of the
world from ever experiencing such suffering again and to work towards eliminating nuclear
weapons and attaining world peace, we will each do everything in our power and work together
with the people of the world so as to ensure that Nagasaki is the last place bombed by a nuclear

weapon.

In closing, I pray that those who were lost to the atomic bomb may rest in peace, and I pray for the

good health of all the Arbakusha and bereaved families.

Kiyotaka Itsuwa
Nagasaki City Council Chairman
August 9, 2018
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Nagasaki Peace Declaration

It was on this day 73 years ago, at 11:02 a.m. on August 9. The explosion of a single atomic bomb in the
blue summer sky reduced the city of Nagasaki to a horrific state. Humans, animals, plants, trees and all
other forms of life were scorched to ashes. Countless corpses lay scattered all around the annihilated
streets. The corpses of people who had exhausted themselves searching for water bobbed up and down
in the rivers, drifting until they reached the estuaries. 150,000 people were killed or wounded and those
who somehow managed to survive suffered severe mental and physical wounds. To this day they
continue to be afflicted by the aftereffects of radiation exposure.

Atomic bombs are cruel weapons that mercilessly take away from humans the dignity to live in a
humane manner.

In 1946, the newly-founded United Nations made the elimination of nuclear weapons and other weapons
of mass destruction the first resolution of its General Assembly. The Constitution of Japan, which was
issued that same year, set pacifism as one of its unwavering pillars. These were strong expressions of
determination to see that the tragedy of the atomic bombings experienced by Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
along with the war that brought them on, would never be repeated. The fulfillment of this resolve was
then entrusted to the future.

Continuous efforts to realize this resolve made by countries and individuals, most prominently the
atomic bombing survivors, bore fruit last year when the United Nations adopted the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. Furthermore, the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons
(also known as ICAN), which greatly contributed to efforts that led to the adoption of this treaty, was
then awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. These two developments are proof that the majority of people on
this earth continue to seek the realization of a world free of nuclear weapons.

Even now, however, 73 years after the end of World War II, some 14,450 nuclear warheads exist in the
world. Moreover, to the great concern of those in the atomic-bombed cities, a shift towards openly
asserting that nuclear weapons are necessary and that their use could lead to increased military might is
once again on the rise.

I hereby appeal to the leaders of nuclear-armed nations and nations dependent on the nuclear umbrella.
Please do not forget the resolve of the first United Nations General Assembly Resolution to work
towards the elimination of nuclear weapons. In addition, please fulfill the pledge made to the world 50
years ago in the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (or NPT) to pursue nuclear
disarmament in good faith. I strongly request that you change to security policies not dependent on
nuclear weapons before humanity once again commits a mistake that would create even more atomic
bombing victims.

To the people of the world, please demand that the governments and parliaments in your countries sign
and ratify the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in order to see that this treaty comes into
effect at the earliest possible date.

The Government of Japan has taken the position of not signing the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons. In response to this, more than 300 local assemblies have voiced their desire to see this treaty
signed and ratified. I hereby ask that the Government of Japan, the only country to have suffered from
the wartime use of nuclear weapons, support the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons and
fulfill its moral obligation to lead the world towards denuclearization.

Currently, a new movement towards peace and denuclearization on the Korean Peninsula has emerged.
We in the atomic-bombed cities watch this development attentively and have great expectations that



persistent diplomatic efforts, as initiated with the Panmunjom Declaration by the leaders of North and
South Korea and the first ever United States-North Korea Summit, will lead to the realization of
irreversible denuclearization. I hope that the Japanese government will make use of this great
opportunity to work towards the realization of a Northeast Asia Nuclear-Weapons-Free Zone that would
see Japan and the entire Korean Peninsula denuclearized.

Last year, two of the Aibakusha , or atomic bombing survivors, who led the anti-nuclear-weapons
movement in Nagasaki for many years passed away in quick succession. One was Mr. Hideo
Tsuchiyama, who had this to say about the leaders of countries that rely on nuclear weapons. “Your
possession of nuclear weapons, or attempts to possess such weapons, is nothing to boast of. Rather, you
should know that it is something shameful that risks making you perpetrators of crimes against
humanity.” The second of these Aibakusha , Mr. Sumiteru Taniguchi, spoke the following words.
“Human beings and nuclear weapons cannot co-exist. The suffering we went through is more than
enough. For people to truly live as human beings, we cannot allow a single nuclear weapon to remain on
the face of the earth.” These two people harbored great worries that those who have never experienced
war or atomic bombings might head down mistaken paths. With their passing, I feel anew the need to
pass on to the next generation the war-renouncing message included in the Constitution of Japan.

There are many things that each and every one of us can do to help bring about the realization of a
peaceful world. One is to visit the atomic-bombed cities in order to learn about history and the
fearfulness of nuclear weapons. It is also important to listen to accounts of the wartime experiences of
those in your own towns. While the experiences themselves are not things that can be shared, feelings of
appreciation for peace may be shared by all. The campaign to collect ten-thousand signatures in support
of the abolition of nuclear weapons, a project that originated in Nagasaki, started with a proposal made
by high school students. The ideas and actions of the young generation have the power to create new
movements. There are also people who continue to fold paper cranes and send them to the
atomic-bombed cities. Through exchanges between people from different cultures and traditions we
deepen our mutual understanding, which in turn can lead to peace. We can also make expressions of
peace through our favorite music or sport. The foundations of peace are most certainly formed in civil
society. Let us use the power of the civil society to spread throughout the world a culture of peace
instead of one of war.

Seven years have now passed since the nuclear power plant accident that followed the Great East Japan
Earthquake, yet the people of Fukushima are still suffering from the effects of radiation. Nagasaki
continues to offer support to all those in Fukushima who are persevering with efforts aimed at
rebuilding.

The average age of the Arbakusha is now over 82. I ask that the Government of Japan improve efforts to
provide support for survivors still suffering from the aftereffects of the bombings, and offer relief as
soon as possible for those who experienced the bombings but have yet to receive official recognition as
such.

While offering our heartfelt condolences to those who lost their lives in the atomic bombings, we
citizens of Nagasaki hereby declare that we will continue to work tirelessly with people around the
world to bring about everlasting peace and the realization of a world free of nuclear weapons.

Tomihisa Taue
Mayor of Nagasaki
August 9, 2018
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Pledge for Peace

On August 9, 1945, I was 13 years old and I was on the second floor of my house, 3.2 kilometers away from the
hypocenter when the atomic bomb was dropped. While I was trapped under the large glass door that came
flying because of the blast of the bomb, I somehow miraculously survived uninjured.

Three days later around this time, I was wandering around this hill, where the houses had been destroyed
without a trace left and where there were charred bodies lying all over the place. I managed to find the remains
of the house belonging to an aunt from my father’ s side, and at the house the charred bodies of my aunt and
her family were lying about. At the same time in Ueno-machi, which was just down the hill, they were burning
the remains of an aunt from mother’ s side of the family, who had survived the past three days, on top of a
metal sheet. Seeing the bones which retained their human shape afterwards, I was reminded of my kind aunt
and fell to my knees crying. I lost five family members all at once to the atomic bomb. To this day, I am unable
to erase from my memory the horrifying scene I witnessed in the Urakami area that day.

In a very short time, the atomic bomb indiscriminately stole many lives and injured a great number of people. It
still causes those Aribakusha who survived to suffer until the day they die. Among things humans can do to one
another, this is one that cannot be forgiven.

For some 10 years after the bombing, the Arbakusha who moved all over the country were paid no attention by
anyone, and continued to suffer alone from fear of diseases and death from the bomb, as well as from prejudice
and discrimination.

Encouraged by the anti-hydrogen bomb movement which originated with the suffering caused by the “ashes
of death™ due to the United States hydrogen bomb test at Bikini Atoll on March 1, 1954, and which spread
throughout the country, the Japan Confederation of A- and H-Bomb Sufferers Organizations was formed in
August 1956.

Under the belief that “no one in the world should ever experience the same suffering,” the Azbakusha who
gathered into the Japan Confederation of A- and H-Bomb Sufferers Organizations have told and spread the
horrible reality of the atomic bomb damages to people both in and outside of Japan, and have continued to
appeal to the world to abolish nuclear weapons as soon as possible.

From 2010 on, the topic of the inhumane suffering caused by nuclear weapons has become a focus of
discussion in international politics. Finally, the many activities carried out over the years by Aribakusha and civil
society who have wished for atomic and hydrogen bombs to be outlawed, and the focused lobbying activities of
the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) came to fruition, and the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons was adopted by the UN in July 2017. The path to nuclear abolition, which the
hibakusha desperately wished to see during their lifetimes, has now come into view. To us, there is nothing
more joyful than this.

However, the Japanese government, which should know best of the suffering of the Aibakusha and of the
inhumane nature of nuclear weapons, will be acting in line with the will of its ally, the United States, and will
neither sign nor ratify the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. This was announced by the Prime
Minister himself last year on August 6% and August 9%, the anniversaries of the atomic bombings. We find this
to be most unfortunate.

Nuclear Weapon States and their allies will continue to claim there is a need for nuclear deterrents as long as
there are countries that cannot create trusting relations with each other. These nuclear deterrents exist on the
premise that nuclear weapons will be used. Relations of trust between countries should be formed through
thorough discussions.

The spirit of Article 9 of the Constitution of Japan, which determined that Japan will not have military force for
the purpose of resolving conflicts, is a model that calls out to the world and is something we should be proud of
in this nuclear age.

In conclusion, while remembering the actions of the past, I request that the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons be brought into force as soon as possible. I hereby pledge that I firmly etch into my heart the decision
to do everything possible to work toward a world free of nuclear weapons and war.

Terumi Tanaka

Atomic Bomb Survivor Representative
August 9, 2018
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CHILDREN'S CHORUS

That Child
Lyrics by:
Music by:
Translated by:

1. Remaining on the wall, scribbled in childish letters
That child’s name
I call out and listen secretly, attentively.
Oh, if only that child were still alive.

2. A loudspeaker blaring at the sports day event
Hearing it indoors I run out to see
The uniform crossing the goal line.
Oh, if only that child were still alive.

3. However aware that the child is gone forever
I notice, leaving the gate at sunset,
The flowers of the hageito in the summer heat.
Oh, if only that child were still alive.

Takashi Nagai
Fumio Kino
Brian Burke-Gaffney
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A Th nd P r Cran Lyrics by Kanae Yokoyama
ousand aper Cranes (translated by B. Burke-Gaffney)

Composed by Michiru Ohshima

1. FEFI~DENHTZIT 1. With a renewed pledge for peace
HEDEDEE 2T 5 I fold a scarlet crane
BOPRLDOEFIC And with a pure and noble heart
FWET O 7o Te 22 I fold a fresh white crane
bExbnsrExEngE And then I fold a bright red crane,
IREDOEITHT 5 burning with emotion.

2. FFRI~OH D 1TGES 2. With a fervent prayer for peace
ROBZI 5 I fold a purple crane
FoORTITHEH LU AT And for the people buried in the fields
EEVWERTT D To 7o 22 I fold a yellow crane
AKIEIZIEA L AT And then I fold a dark blue crane,
HEOEZIT5 for the people sunken in the water’s depths.

3. FERA~DFEWEZ ZH T 3. With an aspiration for peace
YA R I I fold a grass green crane
HER X D EWAM X And for the lives heavier than the Earth
B OV Teizc I fold an indigo crane
KEA~DHL L% And then I fold a soft pink crane,

PR DB 5 gazing with hope and dreams to the future.
RKIA~OFHLLEE L And still gazing with hope and dreams,
W DES I 5 I fold a rainbow-colored crane.

(TR 13, JFBHE 50 AFE 2R e L T, HFAzeErHFEL, MaRETHE O
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NAGASAKI CITIZENS PEACE CHARTER

The city of Nagasaki served for centuries as a gateway for the introduction of foreign
culture and knowledge to Japan, and through this history of international exchange it has
developed its own unique cultural heritage.

On August 9, 1945, Nagasaki was devastated by the explosion of an atomic bomb.
Reflecting upon the actions of our predecessors in past wars, and remembering the unending
sufferings of the atomic bomb survivors, we resolve to ensure that Nagasaki is the last place
on Earth subjected to the horror and misery of a nuclear holocaust.

Lasting world peace is the common aspiration of all humanity.

In accordance with the spirit of peace cited in the Japanese constitution, we pledge our
utmost efforts to promote a life of democracy, peace and safety and to work for the
realization of global harmony. We hereby establish, on the 100th anniversary of the
inauguration of our modern municipal administration, the "Nagasaki Citizens Peace
Charter."

1. We will strive to create and maintain a bright social environment characterized by
thoughtfulness, respect for human rights, and freedom from discrimination.

1. We will strive to enhance peace education and to inform our children — on whose
shoulders the future lies — about the horror of war and the reality of the atomic
bombing.

1. We will strive to promote the prosperity and welfare of humanity in cooperation
with the United Nations and cities around the world while strengthening bonds of
friendship as an international culture city.

1. We will strive for world peace and disarmament by observing the Three-Fold Non-
Nuclear Principles (not to manufacture, store, or introduce nuclear weapons) and by
pressing the Japanese government to strictly observe this principle.

1. As the mission of an atomic-bombed city, we will strive to rid the Earth of nuclear
weapons by revealing the horror of nuclear destruction and by joining in efforts with
peace-loving people everywhere.

The citizens of Nagasaki proclaim, to all the people of Japan and other countries, an

unbending determination to achieve the ideals expressed in this charter by carrying various
peace-promotion measures into concrete practice.

(Resolved by the Nagasaki City Council on March 27, 1989)
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