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Message from the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization
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Message for the 75" Nagasaki Peace Ceremony

Seventy-five years ago, Hiroshima and Nagasaki experienced the agony and the devastation caused
by atomic blasts. To this day, what happened in Japan continues to haunt humanity and raises a
challenging question: can we ever escape the destructive instinct that led to these horrific bombings?
In one of my visits to Nagasaki, [ was inspired by Terumi Tanaka, who survived the bombing as a 13-
year old boy. The Hibakusha are a forceful moral compass for humanity. Their pain, and their stories,
have made nuclear risks more perceptible and concrete.

We must hear them so we can act.

The 75th anniversary comes at a critical moment. Our global values and principles are under scrutiny,
and past gains towards a more stable and peaceful world are under threat. The Comprehensive Nuclear-
Test-Ban Treaty is truly a powerful tool to achieve a world free of nuclear weapons. I urge strong
supporters like Japan and the international community, to remain committed and optimistic — the
Treaty will enter into force. The Hibakusha have taught us that patience, determination and resolution
are indispensable in the long battle towards nuclear disarmament. We must finish what we started,

because what happened in Hiroshima and Nagasaki must never happen again.

Dr. Lassina Zerbo

) . Executive Secretary
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