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The 74th Nagasaki Peace Ceremony
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Chorus by A-bomb Survivors

HRTeOHEIZ MZZ2ZTWET 2
HOELIELRNWT bRllbikEs s
boHFENWESZ ELHLOMA

EFfEES ENATDHTLLD
HOELIELRNWT bR llbikEsE s
ZDIEWHFRD  AxoHIT

b o ELE ‘Never Again’
% # - ﬁ ﬁfgﬁj : ﬁzﬂ Original Words and Music by Kazumichi Terai
1. MZxaTwETH #HEEFOFN®N . Can you hear us, the atom bomb survivors?

Can you hear our voices?
Don't make any more of us hibakusha

Even the blue sky is the color of sadness

2. BATWETH bmrov~ - FHHF . Do you remember Hiroshima and Nagasaki?
WoOLLEYL RaARESLIL%E Do you remember life and love both burning out?
O EEELRNWT blelicbiilEd % Don't make any more of us hibakusha
bOREDLLWHEZ EVERIRQWT Don't ever repeat that horrible day

3. MZATWwWET2 HH{EOEL . Can you hear the voices from every nation?

Can you hear them calling for peace?
Don't make any more of us hibakusha

No-one in the world should suffer this again
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Opening Address

Today, at the 74™ Nagasaki Peace Ceremony with the attendance of Prime Minister Abe, our
esteemed guests, atomic bomb survivors, bereaved families, and citizens of Nagasaki, I would like

to begin by expressing my deepest condolences for those lost in the atomic bombing.

On August 9™, 74 years ago, a single atomic bomb stole many precious lives, and even after that,
the damages and aftereffects of the radiation left the minds and bodies of people with wounds that
will never heal.

We have continued to appeal for the abolition of nuclear weapons with the strong hope that this

kind of inhumane action will never be repeated.

Throughout this all, the efforts of the Aibakusha, Hiroshima and Nagasaki Peace Messengers, and
many groups who have continued to engage in activities such as the passing down of personal
experiences from the atomic bombing and the gathering of signatures have shown results, and in

2017, the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons was adopted.

After entering the Reiwa era from the Heisei era with the ascension of the new emperor, on June
26", 2019, the President of the European Council came to Nagasaki and visited the Atomic Bomb

museunn.

Furthermore, the Pope is seeking to visit the atomic bombed cities in November. We hope that the
Pope will spread a message of peace to the entire world from Nagasaki, and we must mark this
visit as an important milestone to generate momentum towards the abolition of nuclear weapons.
Every day, each of us must put our efforts toward doing what we can do in order to make Nagasaki
the last place on earth to suffer from nuclear devastation, for the realization of an everlasting world

peace, and for the creation a bright future without nuclear weapons.

In closing, I pray that those who were lost to the atomic bomb may rest in peace, and I pray for the

good health of all the Arbakusha and bereaved families.

Masahiro Sato

Nagasaki City Council Chairman
August 9, 2019
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Nagasaki Peace Declaration

Close Your Eyes and Listen

While thousands of arms and legs were torn off
Intestines drooping out

Maggots swarming in bodies,

Those still breathing searched for loved ones

And cremated the dead they found.

The smoke of burning corpses rose into the sky

And innocent blood stained the water of Urakami River.

Leaving only keloid scars, the war finally came to an end.

But
My mother and father are gone.
My brothers and sisters will never return.

People are weak and quick to forget;
They repeat the same mistakes again and again.

But

This one thing must never be forgotten.
This one thing must never be repeated
Under any circumstances whatsoever...

This poem was written by a woman exposed to the Nagasaki atomic bombing at 11:02 a.m., August 9,
1945. Seventeen years old, she lost her family and suffered serious injuries. The poem expresses her
fervent belief that no one else in the world should ever have to experience the same tragedy.

The atomic bombs were built by human hands and exploded over human heads. It follows that nuclear
weapons can be eliminated by an act of human will and that the source of that will is, without question,
the mind of each human being.

The present world situation involving nuclear weapons is extremely dangerous. The opinion that nuclear
weapons are useful is once again gaining traction. The United States is developing smaller, more
manageable nuclear weapons, and Russia has announced the development and deployment of new
nuclear weaponry. Moreover, the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty that ended the cold
war arms race is facing dissolution, just as the continuation of the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty
(New START) is imperiled. The achievements of humankind and the results of our longstanding efforts
to rid the world of nuclear weapons are collapsing one after another, and the danger of a nuclear
calamity is mounting.

Have the desperate appeals of the atomic bomb survivors, endeavoring to ensure that the living hell
caused by nuclear weapons is “never repeated,” failed to reach the ears of the world?

The answer is no. There are many people in the United Nations, in governments and municipalities, and
especially in civil society groups including the atomic bomb survivors who share the same opinion and
are speaking out.

As a collection of small voices, civil society groups have shown the power time and again to change the
world. The testing of hydrogen bombs in the Bikini Atoll in 1954 stirred up a wave of protests that
swept across the globe and resulted in the conclusion of test ban treaties. Similarly, the power of citizens
movements played an important role in the conclusion of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons in 2017. The power of a single individual is small but by no means weak.



I call out to civil society throughout the world.

Let us continue to discuss our experiences of war and the atomic bombings and pass the information on
to future generations. Knowledge of the horror of war is an important first step to peace.

Let us continue to promote trust between people across country borders. The bridges of trust built by
individuals will help to prevent the outbreak of war due to national conflicts.

Let us inform our children about the importance of understanding the pain of others. That will sow the
seeds of peace in children’ s hearts.

There are many things that we can do in the cause of peace. Let us avoid despair and indifference and
continue to cultivate a culture of peace. Let us raise our voices and insist that nuclear weapons are
unnecessary.

This is the big role that all of us can play, however small we may seem.

Leaders of the world. Visit the atomic-bombed cities and see, hear and feel what happened under the
mushroom cloud. Imprint in your minds the inhumanity of nuclear weapons.

Leaders of the nuclear states. The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) will reach
its fifty-year milestone next year. All the nuclear states should recall the meaning of the treaty, which
promises to eliminate nuclear weapons and compels each country to fulfill that duty. I appeal to the
United States and Russia, in particular, to assume responsibility as nuclear superpowers by
demonstrating to the world concrete ways to drastically reduce nuclear stockpiles.

I also appeal to the Japanese government. Japan has turned its back on the Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons. As the only country in the world to have experienced the devastation caused by
nuclear weapons, Japan must sign and ratify the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons as soon
as possible. As a means to that end, I ask Japan to seize the trend toward denuclearization on the Korean
Peninsula and to initiate efforts to make northeast Asia a nuclear-free zone where all countries coexist
under, not a “nuclear umbrella,” but a “non-nuclear umbrella.” And above all, I ask the Japanese
government to uphold the spirit of “never resort to war” enshrined in the Japanese Constitution and to
take the lead in disseminating that spirit around the world.

The average age of the atomic bomb survivors has exceeded 82. I ask the Japanese government to adopt
further measures to support the aging survivors and take steps to assist the people who were exposed to
the atomic bombings but are yet to be recognized as survivors.

As a city exposed to nuclear devastation, Nagasaki will continue to support the people of Fukushima,
who are still struggling with radioactive contamination eight years after the nuclear power plant disaster.

My heartfelt thoughts go out to the people who perished in the atomic bombing, and I declare
Nagasaki’ s determination, along with Hiroshima and people everywhere committed to peace, to strive
relentlessly for the abolition of nuclear weapons and the realization of lasting world peace.

Tomihisa Taue
Mayor of Nagasaki
August 9, 2019
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Please lend us your strength to eliminate nuclear weapons from the face of the earth and make sure that
Nagasaki is the last place on Earth to suffer an atomic bombing. Thank you.
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Pledge for Peace

On August of 1945, the United States of America dropped atomic bombs on the cities of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki which took the lives of over 200,000 people. At the time, I was 11 years old and was exposed to the
atomic bomb at home approximately 2km away from the hypocenter.

My mother and four of my younger siblings had evacuated to Saga, so fortunately they survived, but my father
was working in a factory 500m from the hypocenter and died in the explosion. My older brother, younger
brother, and I, the three of us gathered any remaining, unburnt pieces of wood and cremated our father’s body
near the remains of the burnt factory. However, we could not bear to stare at his burning remains and left there
while looking at the blazing fires.

The following day, we went to collect his ashes. But his body had not burned all the way through; only parts of
his limbs had burned completely to ash. “Let’s at least just take his skull and go home,” my older brother said
to me. When he touched part of the skull with the A7bashr, special chopsticks for collecting bones in cremation,
it broke in a manner similar to plaster and the cloudy, partially burnt brain started to leak out. My brother
shrieked, dropped the A7bashi, and ran away.

I followed after him. We left our father’ s remains in that dreadful state. The crematoriums were all destroyed in
the bombing, so many others also had to go through similarly cruel experiences with their lost family members
and relatives. Not only that, but those who had narrowly survived had to continue living while suffering from
their injuries from the heat rays and the after-effects of the radiation exposure.

About 20 years after I was exposed to the atomic bomb, I developed acute hepatitis and nephritis and I continue
to receive treatment for these conditions to this day. Nearly 60 years after, I developed stomach cancer and in
2008 and 2010, I underwent surgery to remove the cancerous tissue. My older brother and younger brother who
were with me when we cremated our father also developed cancer and are continuing to receive treatment.

It has been 74 years since then, and we the Arbakusha, the survivors of this tragedy, have been continuing to
appeal for the abolition of nuclear weapons alongside many people. I also started self-studying English when I
was over 60 years old, and in November of 2015, at the Pugwash Conference in Nagasaki, I asked the scientists
of the world in English to lend me their strength to make nuclear abolition a reality. However, it is said that
Russia, America, and many other countries around the world still collectively possess a total of 13,880 nuclear
warheads.

Furthermore, America has announced their withdrawal from the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty
with Russia. And in February, it was reported that the Trump Administration conducted their second subcritical
nuclear test. These actions betray the wishes of all people praying for nuclear abolition.

With each passing day, the Aibakusha are becoming fewer in number. I have a request to make at this ceremony
for Prime Minster Shinzo Abe here today. As the only country in the world to have suffered from an atomic
bombing, I humbly ask you to appeal to all of the nuclear-weapon states to eliminate their nuclear stockpiles
while the Arbakusha are still with us. On this issue alone, Japan must not follow America and show their firm
stance of nuclear abolition in all fields related to nuclear weapons. I will of course continue to appeal for the
abolition of nuclear weapons until I die.

This is how we should honor the 200,000 people who lost their lives in Hiroshima and Nagasaki 74 years ago
and the Arbakusha who continue to live while suffering from the after-effects.

1 sincerely hope that Japan, having sacrificed the lives of over 3,100,000 people in World War II, will preserve
its pacifist constitution established after the war and will fulfill its role as a leader in realizing a world without
war or nuclear weapons.

ZOMAPOEIRBEREHL, RIFEREOWEMETADITEIADONZEL TLEIW,
Yoshiro Yamawaki

Atomic Bomb Survivor Representative
August 9, 2019
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CHILDREN'S CHORUS

SOULS OF CHILDREN
Lyrics by:  Hachiro Shimauchi
Music by: Fumio Kino

1. Here again, this month, this day
Memories soar beyond the drifting clouds
And in a flashing instant
They disperse voicelessly, hopelessly
Oh, teachers! Oh, souls of the children!

2. Here today, on this summer grass
Memories linger on departed friends
With feelings of deep mourning
Reaching high above the heavens
To the souls of the beloved.

3. The sky is clear over Shiroyama
And the light of peace glitters on the harbor
Oh, teachers! Oh, souls of the children!
Rest tranquilly.
For all eternity.
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A Th nd P r Cran Lyrics by Kanae Yokoyama
ousand aper Cranes (translated by B. Burke-Gaffney)

Composed by Michiru Ohshima

1. FEFI~DENHTZIT 1. With a renewed pledge for peace
HEDEDEE 2T 5 I fold a scarlet crane
BOPRLDOEFIC And with a pure and noble heart
FWET O 7o Te 22 I fold a fresh white crane
bExbnsrExEngE And then I fold a bright red crane,
IREDOEITHT 5 burning with emotion.

2. FFRI~OH D 1TGES 2. With a fervent prayer for peace
ROBZI 5 I fold a purple crane
FoORTITHEH LU AT And for the people buried in the fields
EEVWERTT D To 7o 22 I fold a yellow crane
AKIEIZIEA L AT And then I fold a dark blue crane,
HEOEZIT5 for the people sunken in the water’s depths.

3. FERA~DFEWEZ ZH T 3. With an aspiration for peace
YA R I I fold a grass green crane
HER X D EWAM X And for the lives heavier than the Earth
B OV Teizc I fold an indigo crane
KEA~DHL L% And then I fold a soft pink crane,

PR DB 5 gazing with hope and dreams to the future.
RKIA~OFHLLEE L And still gazing with hope and dreams,
W DES I 5 I fold a rainbow-colored crane.
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NAGASAKI CITIZENS PEACE CHARTER

The city of Nagasaki served for centuries as a gateway for the introduction of foreign
culture and knowledge to Japan, and through this history of international exchange it has
developed its own unique cultural heritage.

On August 9, 1945, Nagasaki was devastated by the explosion of an atomic bomb.
Reflecting upon the actions of our predecessors in past wars, and remembering the unending
sufferings of the atomic bomb survivors, we resolve to ensure that Nagasaki is the last place
on Earth subjected to the horror and misery of a nuclear holocaust.

Lasting world peace is the common aspiration of all humanity.

In accordance with the spirit of peace cited in the Japanese constitution, we pledge our
utmost efforts to promote a life of democracy, peace and safety and to work for the
realization of global harmony. We hereby establish, on the 100th anniversary of the
inauguration of our modern municipal administration, the "Nagasaki Citizens Peace
Charter."

1. We will strive to create and maintain a bright social environment characterized by
thoughtfulness, respect for human rights, and freedom from discrimination.

1. We will strive to enhance peace education and to inform our children — on whose
shoulders the future lies — about the horror of war and the reality of the atomic
bombing.

1. We will strive to promote the prosperity and welfare of humanity in cooperation
with the United Nations and cities around the world while strengthening bonds of
friendship as an international culture city.

1. We will strive for world peace and disarmament by observing the Three-Fold Non-
Nuclear Principles (not to manufacture, store, or introduce nuclear weapons) and by
pressing the Japanese government to strictly observe this principle.

1. As the mission of an atomic-bombed city, we will strive to rid the Earth of nuclear
weapons by revealing the horror of nuclear destruction and by joining in efforts with
peace-loving people everywhere.

The citizens of Nagasaki proclaim, to all the people of Japan and other countries, an

unbending determination to achieve the ideals expressed in this charter by carrying various
peace-promotion measures into concrete practice.

(Resolved by the Nagasaki City Council on March 27, 1989)
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