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Opening Address

Today, at the 76" Nagasaki Peace Ceremony with the attendance of Prime Minister Suga, our esteemed
guests, atomic bomb survivors, bereaved families, and citizens of Nagasaki, I would like to begin by
expressing my deepest condolences for those lost in the atomic bombing.

A single atomic bomb was dropped on Nagasaki on August 9" 76 years ago. It instantly devastated the
city, took many precious lives, and left many others with physical and mental scars that would never
heal.

Since then, we, the people of Nagasaki, have continued to speak out that “Nagasaki must be the last site
of an atomic bombing” so that humanity would never make that same mistake again.

In January of this year, the wishes of the atomic bomb survivors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki as well as
the people who wish for the abolition of nuclear weapons came to fruition and the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) entered into force. Taking this moment, where the world has
made such a great leap forward, as a new start, we vow to continue to work toward the abolition of
nuclear weapons.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic that has plunged the world into chaos, the Review Conference of the
Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) that was planned for last year
was postponed. Its holding during this fiscal year is under consideration. Some say that the TPNW and
the NPT contradict each other, but I believe that they are complementary forces to realize the world
without nuclear weapons for which we wish.

I hope that every country will set aside their own interests and a movement toward the establishment of
a security of all humanity that is based on international cooperation and trust will be born.

In November of last year, the Nagasaki City Council submitted a written opinion to the Japanese
government asking it to participate as an observer at the Meeting of States Parties to the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.

We sincerely urge that Japan act as a liaison between the nuclear-weapon states and non-nuclear weapon
states as the only country in human history that has suffered atomic bombings during war.

In closing, I pray that those who were lost to the atomic bomb may rest in peace, and I pray for the good
health of all the atomic bomb survivors and bereaved families.

INOUE Shigehisa
Nagasaki City Council Chairman
August 9, 2021
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Nagasaki Peace Declaration

This year saw the passing of a Catholic monk. OZAKI Toumei spent his whole life following in the
footsteps of Father Maximilian Kolbe, the man who was called the “Saint of Auschwitz.” Brother Ozaki
spoke out about his experiences in the atomic bombing up until just before his life came to a close at the
age of ninety-three. In his diary he left behind these words:

The countries of the world, all of them, must completely abolish nuclear weapons or there
will be no peace on earth. Nuclear weapons are not conventional bombs. Only those who expe-
rienced the atomic bombings can understand the terror inhervent in radiation. Parents, chil-
dren, loved ones and many others were killed by these bombs. In order to see that they are
not used again I keep saying, “This is wrong! This is wrong!” I keep screaming for the aboli-
tion of nuclear weapons.

Those of us who survived the hell of the atomic bombings want to make sure that we have
peace without nuclear weapons before we die.

The “peace without nuclear weapons” that Brother Ozaki continued to call for has not as yet been
realized. However, the wish he had has borne fruit in the form of a certain treaty.

This year marks the 76" year since humankind experienced the tragedy of the atomic bombings and we
are now standing on a new horizon with regard to nuclear weapons. When the Treaty on the Prohibition
of Nuclear Weapons came into force this January, it was the first time in human history that there had been
an international law clearly stating that nuclear weapons are unequivocally illegal.

The process to make this newly-established treaty grow into a universal rule for the world and realize a
world free of nuclear weapons will now begin. The point of departure will be the first meeting of state
parties to the treaty, which will be held next year.

Conversely, however, the danger of nuclear weapons continues to grow. While the nuclear-armed nations
have a responsibility to uphold the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and reduce nuclear weapons,
moves such as the public announcement by the UK about increasing the number of nuclear warheads in
that country show that dependence on such weapons is actually increasing. Furthermore, the competition
to replace existing nuclear weapons with more sophisticated weapons and develop new types of nuclear
weapons increases.

In order to follow a single path toward a world free of nuclear weapons amidst these two conflicting move-
ments, world leaders must commit to nuclear arms reductions and build trust through dialogue, and civil
society must push them in this direction.

I hereby appeal to the Government of Japan and members of the National Diet:

As the country that is most aware of the tragic consequences of nuclear weapons, please join as an
observer the first meeting of state parties to the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in order to
look into ways to develop this treaty. With regard to the stipulation in the treaty to provide assistance to
victims of the use or testing of nuclear weapons, surely this is an area where Japan and its government can
contribute more than any other country.

While adhering to the war-renouncing principle of peace in the Japanese Const‘itution, please look into
building a I‘l}lclear—weapon—frge zone in Northeast Asia that would create a non-nuclear umbrella
instead of a “nuclear umbrella” and be a step in the direction of a world free of nuclear weapons.



I hereby appeal to the leaders of nuclear-armed nations and countries under their nuclear umbrellas:

You must face the reality that thinking of nuclear weapons as necessary to defend your countries under
“nuclear deterrence” actually makes the world a more dangerous place. I ask you to see that substantial
progress towards nuclear disarmament is made at the next NPT Review Conference, starting with
greater steps by the U.S. and Russia to reduce nuclear weapons.

To everyone living on this earth:

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, we have experienced on a global scale the loss of everyday aspects of
our lives that we previously took for granted. We have learned that in order to overcome this crisis it is
necessary for each and every one of us to think of ourselves as concerned parties and act appropriately.
Now we all ponder together the question of how we can build an even better future when the pandemic is
over instead of just returning to the way things were before.

It is the same with nuclear weapons. Are we members of the human race going to choose a future in which
we continue to maintain nuclear weapons that will pollute the earth and doom humanity? Hasn’ t the time
come for us to raise our individual voices, as is being done in the movements for decarbonization and
sustainable development goals, and speak out against the dangers inherent in nuclear weapons in order to
bring about change in the world?

May Nagasaki be the last place to suffer an atomic bombing.

These words are sent from Nagasaki to people all over the world. Hiroshima will eternally be remembered
in history as the first place to suffer an atomic bombing, but whether Nagasaki continues to take its place
in history as the last place to suffer an atomic bombing depends on the future we build for ourselves. The
unchanging resolve of the hibakusha to see that “no one in the world ever goes through that experience
again” is expressed in these words, as is the goal clearly stated in the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons. It is a hope that each and every one of us should continue to hold onto.

Let us share these words with the people of the world and follow a clear path towards a nuclear-free world
over the twenty-five-year period that begins this year and brings us to the one-hundredth anniversary of
the atomic bombings.

While joining forces with young people of the last generation to directly hear the voices of the hibakusha,
Nagasaki will continue to communicate the truth about what happened seventy-six years ago; facts that
must never be forgotten.

The average age of the hibakusha is now over eighty-three. I ask that the Government of Japan provide
improved support for the hibakusha and relief measures for those who experienced the atomic bombings
but have not yet received official recognition as bombing survivors.

Ten years have now passed since the Great East Japan Earthquake and its aftermath. We will not forget
what happened in Fukushima. We extend from the bottom of our hearts a call of encouragement to all
those in Fukushima who continue to face a variety of hardships.

While extending our deepest condolences to those who lost their lives to the atomic bombs, I hereby
declare that Nagasaki will work tirelessly alongside Hiroshima and all people who desire peace to spread
a “culture of peace” around the world and bring about the abolishment of nuclear weapons and the realiza-
tion of eternal peace.

TAUE Tomihisa
Mayor of Nagasaki
August 9, 2021
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Pledge for Peace

My 93 summer has come in my hometown of Nagasaki. Since seventy-six years ago, the Nagasaki summers
that I used to love so much have changed. Even though we were poor during the war, life was enjoyable.
However, the atomic bomb took even that away from me.

At the time I was 16 years old and a student at the Osaka First Army Hospital Osaka Japanese Red Cross
Nursing School. The hospital was hit in the Bombing of Osaka, so I returned home to Nagasaki in August. In
Nagasaki, Japanese Red Cross nurses were being dispatched to army and naval hospitals around Japan and
abroad. We nursing students were on standby at home. On August 9%, I was hit by the atomic bomb while at
my home in what is today Sumiyoshi-machi and sustained injuries to the left half of my body from the blast
winds of the bomb.

Three days after the bombing, I received a telegram that said “show up for aid duty” from the Nagasaki
Prefectural Branch of the Japanese Red Cross and I was mobilized to the Shinkozen first-aid station. I was
still only a nursing student, so I aided the victims as I learned by watching from the other nurses and combat
medics. One after another, victims of the bombing were carried into the three-story first-aid station, and the
second and third floors filled up very fast. There were so many dead. We would put the bodies on boards and
two women would carry them to the playground where men would then throw them into the backs of large
trucks like they were piling up lumber. Some bodies were carried to the autopsy room. I saw one body that
was covered with maggots from the chest to the abdomen and nearly ran away, but a combat medic yelled at
me, “You call yourself a rescue worker!?” which brought me back to my senses and I powered through.

As I tended to the victims without sleep or rest, I began to worry about my father, whose whereabouts I did
not know. The injuries that I had on my legs were also infested with maggots and it felt like my legs were
being drilled by gimlets. Bearing this pain, I searched for my father. From early in the morning, I walked
unclear paths covered with rubble and the dead bodies of people and horses to search for him at the first-aid
stations until it got dark, at which point I would return to the Shinkozen first-aid station. I did this over and
over again. After a week, I finally found my father who was badly injured at the Togitsu National School
first-aid station. “Father, you’re alive! I searched for you with all the strength I had,” I cried as I hugged him.

In my search for my father, I saw a man standing dazedly while holding with both hands his entrails which
were coming out of his abdomen. I saw a charred person with only one leg leaning against a wall. And I saw
a young mother trying to give her baby, whose head had been ripped off, its final suckle of milk. At the
Michinoo first-aid station, a boy who was carrying his small, little brother on his back approached me. He
asked, “Can you please buy me a train ticket?” “Where are you going to go?” I asked him, and he mentioned
that his father had died and said “I want to go to Isahaya or Omura to look for my mother.” These two boys,
younger than me, were looking for their mother whose whereabouts they did not know. I thought about those
little boys while treating the victims and I got a lump in my throat.

In January of this year, the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons entered into force, which was a
long held wish for the atomic bomb survivors. I believe this is due to the small voices of every single person
calling out for the abolition of nuclear weapons becoming one large, global voice and the younger generation
carrying on our will.

Currently, I am requested by colleges to recount my story of the atomic bombing.
As long as we hibakusha are alive, we vow to relay our experiences and to appeal for peace and the abolition
of nuclear weapons.

OKA Nobuko
Atomic Bomb Survivor Representative
August 9, 2021



R E & B
SRS s
B N U BR {EEH
KB OLRME fE
1. H<HE ;@H ZOH
JUNITE: HED e
OHHXD gkk< [0): Y
FLRS LS HBYL
Jerk X S0 730 k.
o AHzro  EEEO 5%
TELAHDO KO BT
Libno  HE T
XY NS e ~FETL
mOMLD  HEE Lo S

3. THDOID WD 7=
IBUS < 25D eIz

SEAnTe % | ZaCL LR
oAk X T SN
#HET IKIAIT FLEH

CHILDREN'S CHORUS

SOULS OF CHILDREN
Lyrics by:  Hachiro Shimauchi
Music by: Fumio Kino

1. Here again, this month, this day
Memories soar beyond the drifting clouds
And in a flashing instant
They disperse voicelessly, hopelessly
Oh, teachers! Oh, souls of the children!

2. Here today, on this summer grass
Memories linger on departed friends
With feelings of deep mourning
Reaching high above the heavens
To the souls of the beloved.

3. The sky is clear over Shiroyama
And the light of peace glitters on the harbor
Oh, teachers! Oh, souls of the children!
Rest tranquilly.
For all eternity.
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A Th nd P r Cran Lyrics by Kanae Yokoyama
ousand aper Cranes (translated by B. Burke-Gaffney)

Composed by Michiru Ohshima

1. FEFI~DENHTZIT 1. With a renewed pledge for peace
HEDEDEE 2T 5 I fold a scarlet crane
BOPRLDOEFIC And with a pure and noble heart
FWET O 7o Te 22 I fold a fresh white crane
bExbnsrExEngE And then I fold a bright red crane,
IREDOEITHT 5 burning with emotion.

2. FFRI~OH D 1TGES 2. With a fervent prayer for peace
ROBZI 5 I fold a purple crane
FoORTITHEH LU AT And for the people buried in the fields
EEVWERTT D To 7o 22 I fold a yellow crane
AKIEIZIEA L AT And then I fold a dark blue crane,
HEOEZIT5 for the people sunken in the water’s depths.

3. FERA~DFEWEZ ZH T 3. With an aspiration for peace
YA R I I fold a grass green crane
HER X D EWAM X And for the lives heavier than the Earth
B OV Teizc I fold an indigo crane
KEA~DHL L% And then I fold a soft pink crane,

PR DB 5 gazing with hope and dreams to the future.
RKIA~OFHLLEE L And still gazing with hope and dreams,
W DES I 5 I fold a rainbow-colored crane.
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NAGASAKI CITIZENS PEACE CHARTER

The city of Nagasaki served for centuries as a gateway for the introduction of foreign
culture and knowledge to Japan, and through this history of international exchange it has
developed its own unique cultural heritage.

On August 9, 1945, Nagasaki was devastated by the explosion of an atomic bomb.
Reflecting upon the actions of our predecessors in past wars, and remembering the unending
sufferings of the atomic bomb survivors, we resolve to ensure that Nagasaki is the last place
on Earth subjected to the horror and misery of a nuclear holocaust.

Lasting world peace is the common aspiration of all humanity.

In accordance with the spirit of peace cited in the Japanese constitution, we pledge our
utmost efforts to promote a life of democracy, peace and safety and to work for the
realization of global harmony. We hereby establish, on the 100th anniversary of the
inauguration of our modern municipal administration, the "Nagasaki Citizens Peace
Charter."

1. We will strive to create and maintain a bright social environment characterized by
thoughtfulness, respect for human rights, and freedom from discrimination.

1. We will strive to enhance peace education and to inform our children — on whose
shoulders the future lies — about the horror of war and the reality of the atomic
bombing.

1. We will strive to promote the prosperity and welfare of humanity in cooperation
with the United Nations and cities around the world while strengthening bonds of
friendship as an international culture city.

1. We will strive for world peace and disarmament by observing the Three-Fold Non-
Nuclear Principles (not to manufacture, store, or introduce nuclear weapons) and by
pressing the Japanese government to strictly observe this principle.

1. As the mission of an atomic-bombed city, we will strive to rid the Earth of nuclear
weapons by revealing the horror of nuclear destruction and by joining in efforts with
peace-loving people everywhere.

The citizens of Nagasaki proclaim, to all the people of Japan and other countries, an

unbending determination to achieve the ideals expressed in this charter by carrying various
peace-promotion measures into concrete practice.

(Resolved by the Nagasaki City Council on March 27, 1989)
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