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Opening Address

Today, at the 79™ Nagasaki Peace Ceremony, with the attendance of Prime Minister Kishida, our
esteemed guests, atomic bomb survivors, bereaved families, and citizens of Nagasaki, I would like to

begin by expressing my deepest condolences for those lost in the atomic bombing.

On this day 79 years ago, a single atomic bomb was dropped on Nagasaki. It instantly devastated the
city and took many precious lives. The surviving zibakusha were left with physical and mental wounds
that will never heal. Today they continue to suffer from the aftereffects of radiation exposure, and from

terrible unease regarding their health.

Since then, we, the citizens of Nagasaki, have related the importance and value of peace to the next
generation and have conveyed to people around the world the reality of the atomic bombing and the
horrors of nuclear weapons. Above all, we have urged that Nagasaki must be the last atomic bombing

site.

However, conflicts that significantly disrupt international order, such as Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
have still repeated in many parts of the world. As next year will mark 80 years since the atomic bombing,
and as the age of the AZibakusha continues to increase, I desperately hope, now more than ever, for the

elimination of conflict that takes the lives of people around the world.

Peace activities will not end until we attain a world free from war and nuclear weapons. Every year the
Hiroshima Nagasaki Peace Messengers are selected from youth who lead the next generation, and they

have actively engaged in activities inside and outside of Japan.

We here in the atomic bombing site of Nagasaki pledge to continue to strongly appeal for Nagasaki to
remain the last atomic bombing site, and to put all our efforts toward a world without nuclear weapons

and achieving everlasting peace through joint efforts with people around the world.

In closing, I pray that those who were lost to the atomic bomb may rest in peace, and I pray for the good

health and wellbeing of all the atomic bomb survivors and bereaved families.

MAIGUMA Masanao
Nagasaki City Council Chairman
August 9, 2024
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Nagasaki Peace Declaration

People making atomic bombs!

Rest from your work for a while and close your eyes.

It was on August 9, 1945!

An atomic bomb that you had made

Claimed tens of thousands of precious lives and

Brought houses and assets to naught in a flash,

Completely devastating loving families.

Survivors had to

Recover from scratch

To follow a tough, long road to bloody lives

With deep concern that an “atomic bomb disease” would end their lives any day and
Infinite grievance over the loss of their families and relatives
Haunting them forever.

This is a quote from a poem by Ms. Fukuda Sumako, a poet from Nagasaki who was exposed to the
atomic bombing at 23 and devoted the rest of her life to making people aware of the misery brought by
the atomic bomb while combatting atomic bomb disease.

Since that day, hibakusha, or atomic bomb survivors, have lived with deep sorrow over the loss of their
family members and friends, scars left on their body, the serious effect of radiation spoiling cells and
causing various symptoms even after many years, and the hardships of discrimination and life due to
being hibakusha. Their immense pain and suffering caused by the atomic bombing were not just of an
immediate kind. Instead, #ibakusha have experienced them throughout their lifetime.

Nevertheless, hibakusha have continued to share their experience of surviving severe hardships with
strong determination to ensure that no one in the world will again have the same experience as theirs.

For 79 years since the atomic bombing, we humans have conformed to the humanitarian norm of never
using a nuclear weapon again. However, nuclear armament is accelerating, as seen by progress in the
development and deployment of nuclear weapons in anticipation of their actual use on the battlefield.
Amid uncertainty about when the Russian invasion of Ukraine will come to an end and growing concern
about the expansion of armed conflicts in the Middle East, we are currently facing a critical situation
with the increased likelihood of the disappearance of the important norm that we have conformed to thus
far.

That poem by Ms. Fukuda ends with the following call:

People making atomic bombs!

It is time for you to

Discard everything in your hands without hesitation.
This will be the first step toward genuine peace and
Our resuscitation as humans.

Leaders of the nuclear states and states under the nuclear umbrella, you must face up to the reality that
the very existence of nuclear weapons has posed an increasing threat to humankind, and you must make
a brave shift toward the abolition of nuclear weapons. To achieve this, please visit the atomic-bombed
cities and listen carefully and conscientiously, as an individual, to Zibakusha sharing their pain and
thoughts. We also call for your dialogue and diplomatic efforts to explore a path toward peaceful



solutions, no matter how difficult the path is, instead of choosing a path toward arms expansion or
threats of force.

The government of Japan, the only state attacked by atomic bombs in war, must express a serious
attitude of pursuing a world without nuclear weapons. As a step toward this, we call for the Japanese
government to sign and ratify the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons as soon as possible. We
also call for the Japanese government to firmly uphold the principle of peace embodied in the
Constitution of Japan and to demonstrate its leadership in international efforts to ease the heightened
tension in Northeast Asia and advance disarmament in the region, such as the Northeast Asia
Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone initiative.

Moreover, we strongly request that further enhanced aid be given to hibakusha, whose average age
exceeds 85, and that relief measures be adopted as soon as possible for those who were exposed to the
atomic bombings but have not yet been officially recognized as hibakusha.

Everyone in the world, we are “global citizens” who live in the huge community of Earth.

Imagine what would happen if a conflict like those found in the current world escalated to bring about a
nuclear war. It would have a devastating impact not only on the lives of people but also on the global
environment, imposing a grave threat to the existence of humankind.

That is why the abolition of nuclear weapons is an absolute requirement for the survival of humankind,
which can be viewed as a prerequisite for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) striven for by the
international community.

Nagasaki has recently seen increasing vigor of long-term efforts to achieve a world without nuclear
weapons, mainly among younger generations. In May of this year, a peace-focused forum supported by
One Young World, a global community for young leaders that is dubbed as the “junior Davos,” was
held in Nagasaki for the first time.

Circles of younger generations around the world working together as leaders have expanded to various
regions. They are the light of our hope of building a sustainable and peaceful future.

People making peace!

Even if each of you has only a little power, you are never powetless.

If we as global citizens speak up and work together, we will surely overcome the current difficult
situation. If we share our wisdom with each other and partner with each other irrespective of any
difference in nationality, religion, race, gender, or generation, we will surely fulfill our future vision.
Nagasaki firmly believes so.

I would like to express my deepest condolences for the lives claimed by the atomic bombings.

Nagasaki will disseminate throughout the world a culture of peace, that is, a culture of respecting others,
fostering mutual trust, and striving for solutions through dialogue in collaboration with global citizens
who hope to contribute to peace making. I hereby declare that Nagasaki will continue its tireless efforts
to abolish nuclear weapons and realize permanent world peace so that Nagasaki remains the last place to
suffer an atomic bombing.

SUZUKI Shiro
Mayor of Nagasaki
August 9, 2024
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Pledge for Peace

Every time I see a wall clock stopped at 11:02, I am reminded of the nightmare of 79 years ago.

I was 10 years old at the time and it was during summer vacation. As an air-raid alarm was lifted in the
morning, my mother and grandmother began doing the laundry and cooking. I was playing with the organ in
our home, imitating the noise of a roaring B29 plane engine. Hearing this, my grandmother ran to me and told
me to stop as people might mistake the noises for enemy planes. When I was about to stand up after
reluctantly closing the organ cover, there was a bright flash of light. I instantly covered my ears and eyes with
my fingers and laid face-down in front of the organ, just as I had been taught at school. The next moment, I
could feel the blast blowing through our home. I was frightened as I withstood this. Once it became silent, I
cautiously lifted up my head and looked around. It was a catastrophe, such that I thought the sun had fallen,
and I was stunned. My mother, who was doing laundry, began frantically searching for her children. There
were eight people in my family, and luckily all of us were uninjured.

After cleaning up our house for a couple days, I started to worry about the school I was attending at the time,
the Irabayashi National School, so I went there with my friend to see what had become of it. What we
witnessed were people covered in blood, to the point where it was difficult to distinguish their sex, and
wounded people with their upper bodies naked, begging in weak voices, “Give me water, let me drink.” The
people carried to the gymnasium were not taken care of or given water, but were merely laid down in what
felt like a living hell due to the summer heat and the accompanying foul smell. People who cried out in agony
suddenly became quiet and stopped breathing. Adults would carry them out to the school sports ground by
holding their heads and feet, dig a hole and burn them while placing their bodies on a board. I will never
forget watching my school tumn into a crematorium.

For 79 years since then, we hibakusha have called for the abolition of nuclear weapons while dealing with
health concerns. However, as we look at the international situation, we see wars such as those in Ukraine and
Palestine dragging on rather than ending, and many children are losing their lives. With this sad reality right
before our eyes, we cannot look away from the foolishness of war. Every day we strongly feel the importance
of peace.

It is said that there are currently an estimated 12,120 nuclear warheads in existence on the Earth. As the use
of nuclear weapons has been implied, tensions are extremely high in the world. If they were to be used, the
Earth could be in a terrible situation. I address Prime Minister Kishida, who is in attendance today: In order
to leave our children and grandchildren a green Earth that is safe to live in, I desperately hope that Japan,
which has suffered from atomic bombings, sincerely considers the abolition of nuclear weapons as the most
important issue in the world.

As the storyteller for the Nagasaki Foundation for the Promotion of Peace since 2015, I have continued to
convey the threat of nuclear weapons to students on school trips and youth who lead the next generation, and
have even begun doing so in English as well since 2023. I am determined to continue to think about what
peace is with others as long as possible. In conclusion, I offer this Pledge for Peace to the souls of the dead by
declaring that peace is a world heritage shared by all humankind.

MISE Seiichiro
Atomic Bomb Survivor Representative
August 9, 2024
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CHILDREN'S CHORUS

That Child
Lyrics by: Takashi Nagai
Music by: Fumio Kino
Translated by: Brian Burke-Gaffney

1. Remaining on the wall, scribbled in childish letters
That child’s name
I call out and listen secretly, attentively.
Oh, if only that child were still alive.

2. A loudspeaker blaring at the sports day event
Hearing it indoors I run out to see
The uniform crossing the goal line.
Oh, if only that child were still alive.

3. However aware that the child is gone forever
I notice, leaving the gate at sunset,
The flowers of the hageito in the summer heat.
Oh, if only that child were still alive.
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A Th sand Paver Cran Lyrics by Kanae Yokoyama
ou pe Cranes (translated by B. Burke-Gaffney)

Composed by Michiru Ohshima

1. FEF~DENETZIT 1. With a renewed pledge for peace
HEDBDEEZYT D I fold a scarlet crane
BEORRLOEZFIZ And with a pure and noble heart
BHWERIT Y 7eic i I fold a fresh white crane
DLEDLPRHIBAXENWE And then I fold a bright red crane,
REDERICHT S burning with emotion.

2. FFRI~DHT Y 1< 2. With a fervent prayer for peace
BOBTHD I fold a purple crane
FORTICE LN L A And for the people buried in the fields
HEVWERTT Y T Te A I fold a yellow crane
KIRIZITEA L A And then I fold a dark blue crane,
BROBEITS for the people sunken in the water’s depths.

3. ER~DFENZZHT 3. With an aspiration for peace
2 DEEID I fold a grass green crane
HERE D EVWAEME And for the lives heavier than the Earth
BRIV Izlcr I fold an indigo crane
RE~DHFLELEE And then I fold a soft pink crane,
BEEDERIZHT D gazing with hope and dreams to the future.
KF~DFLELEE And still gazing with hope and dreams,
ALE DRI 5 I fold a rainbow-colored crane.

TP 13, REWER0AEZ2E&L T K22, 68EL, hzRIETHHS O
REIFNVEAEEL THREONE LI, BH 9 AOFRET11H 2 212, TROBERITE
EREZBEL THEESNTVET,




RETRFEMEE

xRS ATEELR,
EORMAREORE, WBM204E (19454) 8B 9H. BRIIEFEBRICL - TREREE
ERTELL, Aebid, BEORFERIRKEL. REEORBS &, Sk HREEO
ELAEEND LR, REZEBOWBHICLRITHIZRY EXA.

HROEAEME, AFELBOENTY,

b RFETRIE, AAEEECH T ONEEMHEROBERICESE, REFRLIEMTLE
&ﬁﬁéﬁ%#b HREMERDODICENT B Z L E2E, RIBTHHMEITI00EFEICY D

CIRBTREFEELZEDET,

1. Bebid, BEVWOAHEZEEL, ZHOR2VEVWRY IZHSENICHLIWHER I Y ILED
7

1. Fhiebid, WRZES FHEDIZ, BREFORASL S 2RBREOKBRL L VICHEVER. T
BT HBEORELED LT,

1. B7ebid, ERIUMEETE L THRADOAX L ORZREED RN S, EEE CITHROEERT
CHEEL TAEHOBER LEHOR LZEFDET.

1. B2 bid, BEEEZOLHT, B, bl ¥ ToEZE=RAIZ5FY., EizxfLTHZ
DOFAIOEESFERK D, HROER - EfOMECRDET,

1. Flebid, REBHEEHTOKML LT, BRBOFHELHFICHL. HRAOALLH2ED
T THEEBOREICED LT,

FIebRETRIL, CTOBEOESEROICOEMERZEERTDHIILEZREL. TNUE2ED
ST TES L £ 9

FRICHE3 A2TE RIETESZER

/\
NS~
Pa\
g
Emblem of Nagasaki City



NAGASAKI CITIZENS’ PEACE CHARTER

The city of Nagasaki served for centuries as a gateway for the introduction of foreign
culture and knowledge to Japan, and through this history of international exchange it has
developed its own unique cultural heritage.

On August 9, 1945, Nagasaki was devastated by the explosion of an atomic bomb.
Reflecting upon the actions of our predecessors in past wars, and remembering the unending
sufferings of the atomic bomb survivors, we resolve to ensure that Nagasaki is the last place
on Earth subjected to the horror and misery of a nuclear holocaust.

Lasting world peace is the common aspiration of all humanity.

In accordance with the spirit of peace cited in the Japanese constitution, we pledge our
utmost efforts to promote a life of democracy, peace and safety and to work for the
realization of global harmony. We hereby establish, on the 100th anniversary of the
inauguration of our modern municipal administration, the "Nagasaki Citizens Peace
Charter."

1. We will strive to create and maintain a bright social environment characterized by
thoughtfulness, respect for human rights, and freedom from discrimination.

1. We will strive to enhance peace education and to inform our children — on whose
shoulders the future lies — about the horror of war and the reality of the atomic
bombing.

1. We will strive to promote the prosperity and welfare of humanity in cooperation
with the United Nations and cities around the world while strengthening bonds of
friendship as an international culture city.

1. We will strive for world peace and disarmament by observing the Three-Fold Non-
Nuclear Principles (not to manufacture, store, or introduce nuclear weapons) and by
pressing the Japanese government to strictly observe this principle.

1. As the mission of an atomic-bombed city, we will strive to rid the Earth of nuclear
weapons by revealing the horror of nuclear destruction and by joining in efforts with
peace-loving people everywhere.

The citizens of Nagasaki proclaim, to all the people of Japan and other countries, an

unbending determination to achieve the ideals expressed in this charter by carrying various
peace-promotion measures into concrete practice.

(Resolved by the Nagasaki City Council on March 27, 1989)
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